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ENTER THE RUSSIAN BEAR 


-reHE GERMAN GOVERNMENT on 
September 26 formally accepted the 

Allied invitation to meet them in confer- 

ence on the security pact, October 5.* 

In accepting the invitation, the German 
Government attempted to make two verbal 
conditions: First, that assurances be given 
of the early evacuation of Cologne, 
and, second, that German entrance into 
the League should not be conditioned on 
or accompanied by a re-admission of her 
sole responsibility for the war. 

The two points were summarily brushed 
aside in the replies of the British and 
French Governments by the brusque ob- 
servation that neither question could prop- 
erly be injected into a conference on the 
security pact which, as the Allies had al- 
ready made clear, could not modify the 
Treaty of Versailles. 

The French press, while recognizing 
that the German move was a concession to 
nationalist pressure upon the Cabinet, 
views the German move as a maneuvre 
which would tend towards repudiation of 
German obligations to pay the cost of the 
war, since these obligations, under Article 
231 of the Treaty of Versailles, rest upon 
the presumption of Germany’s sole re- 
sponsibility for the war. 

The evident attempt of Russia to influ- 
ence Germany, even to the extent, if pos- 
sible, of persuading her to impose unac- 
ceptable demands, is causing anxious spec- 
ulation. Tchitcherin, the Soviet Foreign 
Minister, has spent the past week in 
Warsaw and Berlin, where he is said to 
have declared that if Germany joins the 
League it will necessarily affect the pres- 
ent understanding between Moscow and 
Berlin. Obviously Russia has a large 
stake in the outcome. If the security pact 
goes through, it will further isolate 
Russia, and moreover to her chagrin 


* See News Bulletin, Vol. TV., No. 45, September 18, 1925 


perhaps indefinitely delay another war 
between the hated “capitalist govern- 
ments” — and Russia counts on war be- 
tween the western European nations as 
her most hopeful chance to extend Com- 
munist principles beyond her own western ! 
boundaries. Nothing is farther from her Li 
wish, therefore, than a united Europe; and ' 
Tchitcherin may be counted upon to make 
every effort to persuade Germany that to 
sign any agreements with France and Eng- 
land would bé to put her head in a noose. 

Rumors aré flying thick and fast and 
may for the most part be discounted. But 
the fact that Polish security is at least 
threatened by the German attitude, af- 
fords some basis for crediting certain indi- 
cations that Poland may be seriousl 
thinking of establishing an entente with 
Russia, to offset the inescapable fact that 
Germany will probably never agree with 
France to guarantee the status quo on her 
eastern frontiers. (i 


CHRISTINA MERRIMAN. 


_ HE SIXTH Assembly of the League 
of Nations ended its three weeks’ ses- 
sion on September 26. A final appraisal of 
its work is impossible pending the arrival 
of the documents, as the newspaper re- 
ports have been fragmentary and incom- 
plete, often referring to minor but signifi- 
cant resolutions introduced, and failing to 
note whether or not they passed the As- ) 
sembly. Among these is the Chilean Reso- i 
lution for an international press confer- 
ence. The Assembly recorded three im- 
portant if unspectacular steps. 
1. The appointment of a_ technical 
committee to prepare for an interna- 
tional conference on disarmament.* 
2. Provision for the economic con- 
ference proposed by France.* 
3. Preparation for a conference on 
the private manufacture of arms. 


* See News Bulletin, Vol. TV., No. 46, September 26, 19256. 
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The six non-permanent members of the 
Council—Belgium, Brazil, Spain, Sweden, 
Czechoslovakia and Uruguay—were re- 
elected. This reversal of what has come 
to be regarded as a principle of rotation 
called forth a protest from Venezuela, 
after which the Assembly adopted a reso- 
lution making the principle of rotation 
effective in 1926. 

Eleven million gold francs were voted 
for a new building for the League, in 
which the offices of the secretariat and an 
assembly hall will be under one _ roof. 
Architects from the United States were to 
be barred from the competition according 
to the last available reports. 

Mr. James G. McDonald, the Chairman 
of the F. P. A., was in Geneva during most 
of the Assembly. In a letter to a member 
of the Association he makes the following 


interesting comments on certain aspects of 
its work: 


1. The League has become _institutionalized. 
That is, it has grown to be a fixed habit in the 
minds of the responsible governmental authorities 
in some fifty states. It is accepted as a matter of 
course. The delegations this year are much 
stronger than ever before. More and more for- 
eign ministers, heading their respective delega- 
tions, utilize the Assembly as the very convenient 
means of doing through informal conference with- 
in a few weeks what would require many months 
to do less well through the more usual diplomatic 
procedure either of exchange of notes or com- 
munications through ambassadors or ministers. 
Similarly the vast improvement in the mere 
mechanics of this Assembly over that which met 
five years ago is a convincing evidence of healthy 
growth. Both in the general meetings of the As- 
sembly and in the Council, commissions and com- 
mittees, there is constantly offered even to the 
casual visitor unmistakable signs that all of these 
organs of the League are functioning with a 
smoothness and precision not always equalled by 
our national parliamentary or administrative 
bodies. And this, despite the heterogeneity 
of race, religion, legal and social background and 
language. f ; 

2. Unlike the last Assembly, this session is 
quiet and unspectacular. There are no major is- 
sues on which the attention of all the delegates 
is centered. None the less, I think the general level 
of the debate in the Assembly has been higher 
than in previous years. Moreover, the delegates 
are proceeding earnestly with the work in hand 
despite the fact that everybody realizes that the 
primary issue—the pending security negotiations 
between Britain, France and Germany—is being 
discussed outside Geneva. There is no air of dis- 
couragement; quite the contrary. 

3. The dominant note is that the great gains 
registered last year in the Protocol of Geneva 
shall not be lost. Prime Ministers and Foreign 
Ministers from nearly twenty states have one 
after another reiterated their faith in the ulti- 
mate triumph of the triple inter-related princi- 
ples for which the Protocol stood—security, ar- 
bitration, disarmament. It is generally recog- 
nized that these objectives cannot now be realized 
through a general pact as was last year hoped. 
But from many sides and not merely from states 
diplomatically dependent upon France have come 
heartening asservations that the ultimate goal 
must be that of the Protocol, and that regional 
agreements are only justifiable in so far as they 
are consistent with those general principles and 
tend to lead towards the ultimate outlawry of 
aggressive war. 

4. France is exercising a preponderant lead- 
ership through her advocacy of the principles of 
the Protocol as contrasted with the timid, or, as 
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many would say, the reactionary attitude of the 
British Government and the Dominions. A spec- 
tacular illustration of France’s influence was 
given in the reception accorded to Paul Boncour 
after his brilliant and inspiring answer to Austen 
Chamberlain’s halting and disheartening address. 
The British Foreign Minister was greeted with 
perfunctory applause, while the French delegate 
was cheered by both delegates and the public in 
a way rarely equalled in the League’s history. 
Certainly for the present France has gained the 
moral ascendancy which last year Ramsay Mac- 
Donald divided with the French delegation. 

5. The troublesome question of Mosul is being 
considered by a sub-committee of the Council on 
the basis of the report made by the Council’s 
commission a few weeks ago. I wish I could re- 
port that the Council will certainly be able to 
reach a satisfactory settlement. Just now it seems 
that a solution is going to be extremely difficult 
and in any event probably unsatisfactory, if not 
unacceptable to one of the parties. None the 
less, the willingness of Britain and Turkey, the 
latter not a member of the League, to subm 
their difference to public consideration by tt 
Council is a sharp advance over secret negotiz 
tions backed up 4 ultimata and the threat c 
force. 

6. The Americans who have been acting fo 
the League are a source of great pride to all o 
us. Mr. Howland,* who, as League Commissione 
for the settlement of the refugees in Greece 
made his report to the Council, created an ex 
cellent impression. He won a complete victor 
over the “two gun” government now in power i 
Athens. He was praised for his capacity as a 
administrator, and, strangely enough, from Eng 
lish sources was added the additional praise tha 
he spoke beautiful English, illustrating for a: 
American, a surprising discrimination in hi 
choice of words. Could praise from our Englis! 


cousins be greater than that! 
Jeremiah Smith also has been a complete suc 


cess. In his report to the Council, he pointed ou 
that Hungary, instead of having the estimate: 
deficit of many millions, had a surplus almos 


half as large. 
75 Minus 120 Equals ? 

NCERTAINTY clouds the nature am 

extent of the Christian deportation 
which the British delegation at Genev: 
has made the basis of its last protes' 
against the Turkish Government. The re 
ports that Christians have been deporte: 
in large numbers from the Mosul area it 
self are probably unfounded, since thi: 
area is under British, not Turkish, admin 
istration. But north of the Brussels Linx 
some movement of the population is evi 
dently taking place. At least some of the 
British reports have exaggerated its ex- 
tent, however. For example, the Turco- 
Iraq Boundary Commission of the League 
of Nations a few months ago published 
an official British statement that in the 
northern district lying between the Hazil 
and Khabur rivers the Christian inhab- 
itants numbered seventy-five. The British 
now complain that “only 120” of the 
Christians living in a single subdivision of 
this district were able to escape a recent 
Turkish attack. The obvious discrepan- 
cies in these figures will come to the atten- 
tion of the League Commission which will 
investigate the repeated British charges 
that Turkey has violated the status quo in 
the vicinity of the Brussels Line. 


* Charles P. Howland is a member of the 
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